38o                    OUR SMALLEST ALLY
Simco Agha to tell him that he might earn the gratitude of
the Persian Government by the assassination of Mar Shimun.
The Kurd took the hint promptly. He had already been
growing uneasy at the conviction that after all he had
espoused the losing side; and now he wrote to Mar Shimun
(who by this time had returned to Salmas), requesting, that
he would meet him at a conference to discuss the new
situation caused by the Russian debacle.
The trap was cunningly baited. Such a conference
seemed not merely desirable, but imperative. What could
be more natural under the circumstances than a meeting
between two sworn allies ? And Mar Shimun, accompanied
by his brother David and a few other friends, drove out
to the Armenian village of Koni Shehr, which was the
appointed meeting-place.
There were whispers that treachery was intended. An
Armenian villager was told by a friendly Kurd: " There is
no danger for your folk "; and on this he at once sent off his
son with a warning message, which was unhappily disre-
garded. As the party entered the house where the meeting
was to be held, David pointed to a group of Kurds upon a
neighbouring roof, and asked " what those fellows wanted."
But the Patriarch had seemingly determined that he must
" trust all in all, or not at all," " They only want to get a
good view, I suppose," he answered, and passed in.
Simco received him most cordially. The ceremonial
hospitality, which throughout the East is held to set the
seal of inviolability upon the guest's person, was duly offered
and accepted. The CQnference proceeded, and terminated
without the least hint of disagreement; and Simco, with
marked deference, conducted his guest to the door.
His turning back was the signal. There was a volley
from the roof, and the Patriarch was shot dead. It was
an almost literal repetition of the treachery perpetrated
upon Simco's own brother by the VM AM eight years before.
How David escaped is a mystery. He was wounded,
but friendly Armenians snatched him into one of the
adjoining houses and- hid him till the search was over. In
the ensuing confusion only one ofher member of the